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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently amended) An image file creating apparatus for creating a 3- 
dimensional image file from a plurality of images corresponding to a plurality of viewpoints onto 
a recording medium by using a 2-dimensional image file format, and for enabling the image file 
to be judged by an image file reproducing apparatus as to whether the image file is a 3- 
dimensional image file and to be reproduced in the image file reproducing apparatus, 
comprising: 

an image integrating unit that integrates a plurality of viewpoint images into one image 
by placing them at predetermined positions; 

an image selector that selects one viewpoint image from the plurality of viewpoint 
images and creates a 2-dimensional image file from the selected one viewpoint image: 

an information creating unit that creates 3-dimensional image control information by 
formatting a 3-dimensional image characteristic including the placement of individual viewpoint 
images in the integrated image; 

an deciding unit that decides a filename of an image file and a directory under which the 
image file are stored; and 

a file creating unit that formats a 3-dimensional image file including the integrated image 
and the 3-dimensional image control information, and a 2 dimensional the 2-dimensional image 
file creat e d from one viewpoint imago selected from th e plurality of viewpoint images in the 
int e grated image ; and that records those image files into a recording medium in accordance with 
a decision result of the deciding unit, 

wherein the deciding unit decides the filename and the directory in such a manner that if 
a 2-dimensional image file and a 3-dimensional image file are created based on the same 
plurality of viewpoint images, then the 2-dimensional image file and 3-dimensional image file 
have the same filename and different extensions, and the 2-dimensional image file and 3- 
dimensional image file created in the file creating means are stored in a common directory 
together, or one of the 2-dimensional image file and 3-dimensional image file created in the file 
creating means is stored in one directory and the other image file is stored in another directory 
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that is tinder said one director y, and 

if the 3-dimensionaI imag e file is created and stored in a 3-dimensional image directory. 
then the 2-dimensional image file is created from one viewpoint image selected from the 
plurality of viewpoint images for c reating the 3-dimensional image file, and is stored in a 2- 
dimensional image directory . 

2-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Previously presented) The image file creating apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the deciding unit decides the extension of the 3-dimensional image file in such a manner 
that the extension of the 3-dimensional image file is made to be one that is different from those 
based on extension naming rules based on image file format standards for files made up of the 
one-viewpoint image, and in an apparatus which can not handle the 3-dimensional image file, the 
extension is not recognized as one for files which can be handled. 
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